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The Next 50 Years
by Eddie Baugher, Executive Director
This year has been an amazing year for us as we have taken time
to look back, reflect, and celebrate what God has done over the
past 50 years through Racers For Christ. The ministry has changed
dramatically since 1971. I am sure when God called Arnie Krueger
to start Racers For Christ, he had no idea it would become a world
wide ministry with almost 400 mostly volunteer staff members
serving at over 2,000 events a year. But, he was faithful to the calling God placed on his life and
God multiplied his efforts.
Over the past five decades we have seen lots of changes–styles are different, safety has improved,
the horsepower has increased, and the speeds have gotten faster; and now we have drifting and
electric racecars. The Rodding scene has changed as well. The types of cars I grew up seeing at
car shows are becoming fewer and fewer as a new culture is being raised up. But throughout
all of the changes, one thing remains the same... The need to show and share the love of
Christ to people involved in motorsports. It was a desire for Arnie and it remains the desire for
each and every one of us involved with Racers For Christ today.
Motorsports has changed and continues to change, but the message of the cross never changes.
It is needed just as much today as it was fifty years ago. People need to hear, "For God so loved
the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but
have eternal life," John 3:16.
I am honored to have the opportunity
to serve and lead this amazing group
of men and women who give of their
time, talents and treasures, serving
the spiritual, emotional, and practical
needs of those in the world of
motorsports.

God has been faithful to meet the
needs of Racers For Christ. And
as we prepare for the future, please
////////////////////////
continue to pray for the ministry of
Racers For Christ. Pray for God to raise
up chaplains, to raise up leaders, and to raise up ministry partners
as we look forward to the next 50 years... Continuing to love on
people and lift up the name of Jesus Christ.
Heeding the Call
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Chaplain Eddie Baugher prays
with Pro Stock Motorcycle Rac
ers Matt
Smith (lef t) and Hector Arana,
Jr. (right) at the NHRA Texas Fall
Nationals.

Arnie Krueger,
RFC President 1974-1983
In 1971, the Vietnam War was the lead story on the nightly news, Charles
Manson was convicted and sentenced to death, Chevrolet introduced
the Vega (which won Car & Driver’s Car of the Year), 49 people died in
a riot in an Attica, New York prison, the New York Times printed the
Pentagon Papers, and Intel introduced the computer chip.
During this same era Arnie Krueger, a part-time racer,
mechanic, and auto body worker from Wisconsin,
had moved to southern California with a burden
and a vision to start a Christ centered fellowship for
motorsports enthusiasts at the racetrack.
Unfortunately for many drivers, Sunday was race day,
which meant not being at church. Arnie stated, “As
a Christian it wasn’t easy not attending
Sunday services.” He thought it would be
cool for someone to lead prayer at the
track for those who wanted it.
In 1971 Arnie was now ready to launch this
new ministry to the world of motorsports.
His desire was to be a “witness for Christ”
at race tracks. Because of Arnie’s love of
racing, commitment to Christ and the vision God had given him, Racers
For Christ was established.
Over the next few years, Arnie worked on creating an identity for RFC.
He designed the original fish logo with “R.F.C.” and “Racers For Christ”
displayed inside, similar to the Team RFC logo we use today. God
started bringing various people into Arnie’s life during this time. He was

50 Years of What?
By Ken Webb, Field Ministry Director
This year we have been celebrating the 50th anniversary of Racers For
Christ. I believe this is a pretty remarkable accomplishment. It has taken
many people to get this ministry started, many people to fund it, many
people to pray over it, and many people to do the work in the field.
I truly believe that the true success comes from the staff out in the field
and our supporters. People called by God to serve in mighty ways.
Whether you serve at car shows, tractor pulls, off-road races, dirt tracks
or other racetracks, it is you that make this ministry. Whether you give
of your treasures, pray for the ministry or volunteer to help in other
ways, you are making this happen.
50 years ago, the Lord gave a vision to a group of folks who had a
passion for motorsports and an even bigger passion for Him! Today, 50
years later, we still have a very faithful group of folks who carry those
same passions. You continue to serve God while enjoying your passion
for motorsports.
50 years of what? 50 years of seeing people give their lives to Christ,
50 years of sharing His love with others, 50 years of weddings, funerals,
baptisms, and 50 years of preaching the word at chapel services all
around the country. These have been some powerful 50 years!

building a team to help take this new ministry to the next level.
Through their connection to racing, Warren Eugene ‘Duke’ Koon and
Krueger became friends. Koon then introduced Krueger to Dr. Karl
Coke, pastor at La Crescenta Foursquare Gospel Church. Dr. Coke then
introduced both Krueger and Koon to longtime racecar driver Peter
Papke. Koon also introduced Dr. Ralph Byron, chief surgeon at City of
Hope Hospital, to the group.
These men listened to Arnie’s burden and vision. They agreed to take
the necessary steps to help grow this ministry. A
general theme was agreed upon, “Since racers
cannot be in church on Sundays, RFC would take the
Gospel of Jesus Christ to the tracks.” Together, they
each donated money to help produce RFC T-shirts
and stickers. The stickers became instantly visible on
many race cars.
God had not been welcomed in the world of
motorsports in the early years–not by
sanctioning bodies, racetracks, or even the
majority of racers themselves. Jesus literally
had to be smuggled in. But, in their quest
to get more people attending motorsports
events, doors were beginning to open for
the Lord and Racers For Christ; we were
starting to be welcomed.
Racers For Christ was definitely sinking its roots deep down in Southern
California soil during this time, in the form of fellowship and ministry at
several types of racing venues. This small organization was starting to
blossom as God was nourishing it along, and the Good News of the Word
was spreading slowly but surely throughout the region.

So, let’s join all of those who have gone before along with all of us
currently serving in celebrating what the Lord has done and look forward
to what he has ahead. Thanks for all you do!

Our impact records don’t go back 50 years, but below
shows our ministry impact from the last 20 years:

20 Year Impact Report: 2001-2021

EVENTS CHAPEL
SERVED SERVICES

CHAPEL
ATTENDANCE

36,211 13,813 449,305
14 Year Impact Report: 2007-2021

344
WEDDINGS

HOSPITAL/
SICK CALLS

1,528

FUNERAL/
MEMORIALS

1,165

Ken Owen,
RFC President 1984-2004

life-changing endeavor for everyone involved, especially during
those early years. And the journey became a 26-year story that
my mind could never have been capable of imagining.

With much conviction and some minor convincing, in 1982, the
NHRA agreed to RFC’s involvement on the national event level,
making Ken Owen the first official chaplain of the NHRA. The NHRA
was hoping this move might possibly
coax a few more paying spectators out
to a race if they knew there would be a
real church setting on Sunday mornings.

Immediately following a major crisis in my life, God connected me
with a motorsports ministry in Pasadena, California, called Racers
For Christ. The following 26 years became an amazing testimony
to the grace of God and to His faithfulness to
guide and provide for those who are willing
to trust Him and accept the challenges of
pursuing His vision for their life.

Here’s Ken’s story:

During those 26 years, Team RFC would
impact the lives of tens of thousands of
people and would forever leave its mark on
the world of motorsports in a way that only
God Himself could envision. The number of
accomplishments and the amazing number
of “firsts” that we were able to birth into the
spiritually-dry environment of motorsports
created a platform on which we were able
to build a healthy and ever-growing outreach ministry for years
thereafter. There will probably be no greater blessing from my
years in ministry than the privilege I had to serve alongside such
a wonderful, faithful and dedicated group of staff members,
chaplains and volunteers from throughout the United States.

“Upon my high school graduation in
1964, I began to sense a calling from God
to pursue full-time ministry. I earned a
BA Degree in Pastoral Theology (with a
minor in Psychology) and followed that
with a Masters’ Degree in Education
(with a minor in Counseling).
As a young man attempting to follow the call of Christ, I was
passionate about God and about the opportunity to share the
Gospel message with the world. But there was a second passion
growing in my life at that time that never seemed to conveniently
fit in with my first passion. That passion involved an avid love for
motorsports in general and auto racing in particular.
Little did I know that, in 1980, God would combine the two greatest
passions of my life into one unexpected career. The journey was
a faith-based walk of miracle after miracle. The journey was a

May God forever be honored and praised for the unimaginable
opportunity we had during those years as we did our best to
‘bring inspiration to the world of motorsports.’”

Thank You!
We just finished up our 2nd annual online auction and what a success it was! We are humbled by the level of support
we received. We sincerely thank everyone who donated items, bid on fun things, and won great memorabilia!
Our 13th annual golf tournament was just completed. Thank you to our major and associate sponsors and those
who sponsored holes, trophies, beverage cart, air cannon, etc. Without you, our supporters, the online auction and
in-person golf tournament would have not been accomplished. We appreciate you!

Online Store - 50th Anniversary
To commemorate our Year of Jubilee, we have several 50th anniversary items
available. Help us celebrate! Go to our online store at www.TeamRFC.org to
place your order.
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Photos Over The Years
Cleaning an
oil pan while
wearing an
RFC T-shirt at
the track

Chaplain Steve
Hanson prays with
Bryce Menzies and
Pete Mortensen
at the SCORE Baja
500 in Ensenada,
Mexico in 2014.

Chaplain Dirk
Currier poses
with NHRA
Funny Car
driver John
Force.

This picture
was taken in
2017 in Tucson,
AZ at a junior
drag race. RFC
Chaplain Sheri
Chaplain Joe Baggott plays worship songs on his guitar
Gordon is
before bringing the chapel message on a cold day in Illinois.
shown praying
with Amy
Breitkreitz, the
mom of Jr. drag
Here’s a 2006
racer, Tripp.
RFC kids chapel
Since this picture was taken, Amy felt God calling her
at the NHRA Fall
Nationals in Dallas, to serve with Team RFC and is now a chaplain herself.
TX. Chaplain
Stacy Zahorsky
is handing out
activity sheets for
Boat legend
the kids to work
Kyle Walker
on.
displays an RFC
sticker on his
Top Fuel Hydro
in the 1990’s.

Chaplain Linda Smiley is praying with Antron Brown
as he and teammate Angelle Sampey prepare for an
NHRA race on their Pro Stock Motorcycles in 2005.

Rodders For Christ
hosted a regular
cruise-in in Chandler,
AZ during the early
2000’s. This was led by
Chaplains Curt Fishel
and Dave Grimes.

Chaplain Larry Smiley officiates a wedding for the
VanKirk’s in the pro pits before the NHRA Memphis
National event in October, 2000.
A wonderfully colorful RFC banner at an oval dirt
track in the Southwest.

Tony Scarlatta, a multi-time world champion in the IHBA
and Lucas Oil Series, sports a RFC decal on his "Shazam"
Top Alcohol Flat Bottom drag boat owned by Tommy
Thompson. Scarlatta has held the TAF ET records for many
years. He is considered one of the best flat bottom drivers
of all time!

Chaplain Tom Ratliff used a large trailer as a RFC
hospitality center at Super Chevy Shows from coast to
coast for visitors to cool off from the heat, learn more
about Jesus and the RFC ministry in the late 1990s.

Huntley Barns of
Medford, OR served
as a RFC chaplain
for 20+ years. Here
he is serving at the
Mile High Stadium
in Denver, CO in the
late 1980’s.
This drag boat driver is competing with the RFC decal going
backwards. That may slow him down a bit.

2021 Photos
Racers For Christ
held our first-ever
Bowling Tournament
in Las Vegas this
year. Pictured are
this year's "Top Fuel
Champions" in the
tournament–Mike
Rice, Matt Hardy, Ron Henderson, Brad Hardy. We had a great
time and are looking forward to next year.
Tyler Harris with the Southern United
Sprints displays his RFC 50th Anniversary
decal with pride as he waits in the staging
lanes at 105 Speedway in Cleveland, TX.

Jack Potter affixes an RFC
decal to his sprint car at the
Lubbock Wrecker Service 305
Nationals in Odessa, MO.

Chaplain Joey Keith
baptizes Craig and
Rhonda Anderson.

Chaplain Vernon Mair gives the invocation before the dirt
race at the NOW ArkLaTex 600s in Many, LA.

Chaplain Matt Ward and family proudly smiles with
daughter Ava who won the 11 year old championship
in the Eastern Conference Jr Dragster Finals in Bristol,
TN in July 2021.

Chaplains Martin Schulz and Ron Carey pray with
motorcycle riders from Divisions 5, 6 & 7 that turned
out for the NHRA Heritage series at Firebird Raceway
in Boise, ID.

Chaplain Scott
Griffith shares the
gospel message
at the Southeast
National Open at
Atlanta Dragway
with a beautiful
sky overhead.

Chaplain Darrin
Caraway and family
set up an RFC tent to
host kids’ activities
while serving at Port
City Raceway in Tulsa,
OK at the Engler 600
Nationals.

Charles Ware shows off his “Juggling Rubies” car at the
Funny Car Chaos event in Amarillo, TX.

Chaplain
Ed Preston
poses next
to Troy Nails
and his 4x4
Mod “Killing
Time” at the
Lebanon
County Fair
Truck &
Tractor Pull in
Lebanon, PA.

Congratulations
to Wyatt Flowers
for his 1st
place win in
the Bandolero
class at Alaska
Raceway Park.

Chaplain Hugh
Goodale prays with Ray
Drew, Chris Foster, and
Hudson Foster at Battle
at the Beech in Bowling
Green, KY.
Chaplain Chuck McReynolds shares a picture of the 50th
annual West Yellowstone Rod Run that happened the
summer of 2021 in Montana.

Chaplain Kelly Baugher baptized Lauren
Adams at the conclusion of the NHRA Las
Vegas Nationals. This was Kelly's first time
to baptize someone.

Chaplain Ken Morse prays with an
off-road racer at Lucas Oil Speedway
in Wheatland, MO in August 2021.

Larry Smiley, 				
RFC President 2005-2017
Larry Smiley recounts how God started leading him down a path that
would eventually lead him to serve as both a chaplain and president of
Racers For Christ.
“There came a time in
my life where I began
to hunger and thirst for
more of Jesus. I studied
God’s Word and sought
direction for my life.
The Holy Spirit was
leading me towards
outreach ministries. One
of those ministries was
Promise Keepers. The
training and foundation
I received was part of
God’s plan for my life. He was preparing me for Team RFC.”
Larry was a facilitator for a Promise Keepers group of ten men. At one
of the meetings there was talk of a go-kart street race in downtown
Oklahoma City the following Sunday. After the meeting he excitedly
told his wife Linda about it. The two made plans to go to early church so
Larry could enjoy a day at the races.
After Larry arrived, and was approaching the pits on that day in 1996, he

saw a flyer taped to a trailer announcing a Team RFC Chapel Service with
Chaplain Eric Blakeney, which had taken place at 8:00 am that morning.
Larry’s spirit leaped within. He was stunned to realize two of his passions
were united together–Jesus and racing.
Over the coming months, Larry completed a chaplain application and
was approved as a Team RFC chaplain. He and his wife, Linda, started
serving as the Southern Drag Boat Association (SDBA) series chaplains.
Later,
Larry
became the South
Central
Region
Director
and
started filling in for
Ken Owen at a few
NHRA events.
Then, in 2004,
while Larry and
Linda Smiley were
at
Bandimere
Speedway for the
NHRA Mile-High Nationals, Ken called Larry on the radio and wanted
to meet over lunch. Ken told him he was going to retire from Team RFC.
Needless to say, Larry was shocked.
In 2005, Larry Smiley began serving as the President of Racers For Christ
and Paul Neighbors as the Executive Director. The two worked well
together, even though they didn’t always see things the same way. They
were surrendered to follow God’s leading in order to sustain and grow
Team RFC to the best of their combined abilities.

Team RFC 50th
Anniversary
Book

Excerpt from Team RFC 50th Anniversary Book:

Racers For Christ has an inspired story
to tell. It is a story that now spans five
decades. This book is filled with the
history of Racers For Christ as well
as the stories sharing how God has
used the people within this ministry
to make an impact throughout the
world of motorsports. Join us as we
share our journey and celebrate this
amazing golden anniversary.

“But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea
doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge
of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and
do count them but dung, that I may win Christ.”

Excerpt from Foreword by Antron Brown,
3 Time NHRA Top Fuel World Champion:
“This book is full of stories that show how RFC is a light to the world
of motorsports. Each story also has a Bible devotional that can be
applied to our everyday lives. As you read through the chapters, I
pray that you will be encouraged to grow closer in your relationship
with God and be inspired to live out your faith and let your light shine
before everyone around you.”
The anniversary book is available now! $20 paperback / $25 hardback.
Order on our website at www.TeamRFC.org.

Larry Smiley has many great memories from his time as NHRA’s lead
chaplain and a lot of them involve legendary Funny Car champion John
Force…One Sunday morning, Smiley scanned the crowd and took note
that Force was sitting with his family. Smiley spoke from Philippians 3:7-8:

“Dung” wasn’t a word the average chapel attendee was expecting to
hear. Smiley explained, “In the Greek, that word is ‘skubala’…loosely
translated, and I hate to say this in church, it means s**t.”
John Force immediately popped up in his chair. Smiley continued to say
that “nothing we ever do in this world will compare to what Christ has
already done for us.”
Later that day in the staging lane, Smiley spotted Force and asked if he
wanted to pray. He said, “Yeah, I want to pray…but what was that word
you said?” “Skubala”
Force made the run and won to advance to the second round of nitro
Funny Car racing… On his next run, things didn’t go so well. He lost
the race and was done for the day. When the interviewer approached
to find out what went wrong, Force was prepared to give the national
television audience a memorable education of biblical proportions.
“My car ran like skubala!” Force shouted. “Look it up!”

Eddie Baugher prays with Nitro Funny Car Driver
Terry Haddock at the NHRA, Carolina Nationals.

What To Do When
Tragedy Strikes
by Chaplain Martin Schulz
What do you say to someone who just witnessed a
violent, fatal accident?
How do you console someone who is inconsolable?
How do you help someone who is "just fine"?
Valid questions: Pray before you head out. Pray during your travels. Pray
as a group. Pray with individuals. There is nothing you can say, offer, or
do to take away the visions or feelings that someone has. In times of crisis
only God can comfort, lead, and mend.
So why do it? Why take on the stress of someone else's pain? God either
calls you, or places you where and when He wants you. Be prepared!
Recently Linda and I received a phone call from region 6 hydroplane
Chaplain Randy Christianson who was at a race in Burley, ID. He had
received word that there had been a fatality at a boat race in Richland, WA
and there were no chaplains in that area. We called Chaplain Sam Folger
and Chaplain Mark Vick and asked if they could meet us in Richland.
We arrived first and met with the promoter, lead safety, and head of
security to get briefed about the event and where we may help. Once
our team had assembled we prayed for guidance and came up with a
plan. At 7:30AM Sam and I attended the rescue team morning briefing,

while Linda and Mark set up for a chapel service and greeted people as
they arrived. At 8:00AM we had a short chapel service for everyone who
was available. At 8:30AM we all attended a drivers meeting and told
everyone we would be available through the day to talk to anyone who
was interested. We did an invocation then we adjusted our initial plan.
Linda found a spot by pit control to sit and be available. As I peeked over
at her, I saw different people coming by to chat with her. When I stopped
by to check on Linda, she told me of several different conversations she
had. A number of the people who had stopped by did not talk about the
accident but other problems that were happening in their lives: Family
problems, relationships in trouble, broken hearts, and worries about how
they could mend fences. You see, they saw the tragic crash but they did
not want to talk about it. They saw how fleeting life is and felt the
need to fix what they can in their own lives before it's too late.
Sam, Mark and I checked in with each other often throughout the day
as we talked to drivers, crews, officials and other workers. We each had
similar experiences as Linda. There were some who worked the accident
scene that needed to push their feelings back so they could finish doing
their job for the day. They would need to talk to someone later down the
road.
We were very fortunate that there were a couple of seasoned Christians
at the races, who sought us out and ministered to us. They checked on
our needs and offered prayers with us all day long. What a blessing! God
always puts people where and when they are needed.

Dirt-Sport Ministry - Fatality, Not My Plan

Photo by Brian Bink
by Chaplain Steve Hanson
I recently returned from a race with a fatality. Being at the crash site, I can say with certainty it was a scene full of broken
hearts; from a navigator who witnessed the hit, a competitor that stopped to help, first responding medics that did not quit
until the doctor told them and a bride-to-be who just made it there in time to say goodbye. Broken hearts and crushed
dreams are what we were all left with. It was a real gut punch scene that leaves you full of questions and not many answers.
That is how this year’s Vegas-to-Reno race ended for one family and several others at race mile eleven. When I prayed for the
fallen racer that morning in the staging lane, neither of us had any idea that eleven miles later his life would come to an end.
It is tragic events like this one that remind me how God intervenes when things are not going as we planned. The course
takes a last-minute change, and our adventure is not lived out the way we desire. God shows up with a new action plan and
we get to see Him work amongst the pain and anguish that often comes with a course change.
A competitor stopped and altered his plan of winning a race to help an injured racer. Overcome with compassion for the
injured, he turned his fireproof pajamas in for a chaplain shirt. While facilitating the medics arrival, he was praying aloud for Dirt Spor
ts Direc
Steve Hanson prays with
God’s mercy over the racer. Holding his hand, supporting him so he could breathe and consoling the injured racers bride-to- Prolite Truck racertor,
Christopher Polverde at the
be as the breath left the fallen racer. Memories I would not wish on anyone, but he was right where God wanted him to be. LOORRS event at Lucas Oil Raceway
in Missouri.
A handful of times now I’ve witnessed the lives of girlfriends and wives change with the devastating news their loved ones
were lost. News that dreams would not be realized and a future that would not be seen. It is news that comes with so much weight it literally crushes a person. It is news
that doesn’t get easier to give and I cannot imagine receiving it. All I can do was wrap my arms around them and say I’m sorry; it’s a feeling of inadequacy.
Isaiah 55:8-9 NIV “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord. “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than
your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts."
Yes, it’s tough when our plans do not go as we like, but if we trust Him when life takes on trials and mysterious twists, He will see us through. It is not easy and its advice we
must take ourselves. Cling to the truth that God really is in control of everything and surrender knowing His control of everything is good, loving and always leads to great
ends. We are a project under construction to be more like Jesus. This process requires upsetting our schedules, our plans, and the way we think life should be. The only
possible way to accept this is to submit and recognize His plan for our lives is to draw near to him; make getting close to Him a number one priority.
My heart and my prayers go out to all who were at race mile-11. God speed.

Heeding the Call
Team RFC covers over 2,000 events a year. Unfortunately, there are still many more events, happening every weekend, that do not have a RFC presence. We rely on
volunteers, who feel God’s call upon their life to serve within the world of motorsports, to help fill these gaps.
Do you love racing or rodding? Do you love the Lord Jesus Christ with all your heart? Would you like information about becoming a volunteer for Team RFC?
If so, please call the Team RFC office at (480) 507-5323 or send us an email at TeamRFC@TeamRFC.org.
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RACERS FOR CHRIST®
MISSION STATEMENT
“To serve people in the world of motorsports in the
name of Jesus Christ through providing fellowship,
pastoral care, evangelism, and service.”

RACERS FOR CHRIST®
VISION STATEMENT
“To see the world of motorsports impacted for Jesus
Christ by individuals entering into a personal relationship with Him and growing in those relationships.”

