attended an RFC chapel service, prayed with a chaplain
before a race, or just received kind words or a smile in the
pits or staging lanes. For others, it could be that we went
to the hospital to check on and pray with them or a loved
one. And then there are those who had an encounter with
a chaplain and had their eternity altered. I’m reminded of
one specific instance earlier this year at an NHRA
Camping World Drag Race Series event: As I was
walking through the pits, a crew member came up and
shook my hand. He quickly reminded me of something
that had taken place in his team’s pits the previous year –
which I readily recalled – and how that meeting had led to
a life-changing event for another man (I’ll call him Joe) on
their team.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR EDDIE BAUGHER

THE THRILL
OF VICTORY

I often get asked about the ministry of Racers For Christ.
People are usually surprised to find out we’ve been around
for over 50 years and that we have nearly 400 mostlyvolunteer staff throughout the United States and around the
world.
Folks may only know a small number of the people in their
geographical area who are associated with RFC, not realizing
the global impact of the ministry. For some, they may have

This was the scene: That first crew member and I were in
conversation; we’d talked for a while, and I also prayed
with him. Soon after, Joe approached and told me how
he’d been struggling with some things in his life and
wanted prayer. After we prayed, I was moving on when
God kind of tapped me on the shoulder, prompting me to
go back and ask this man if he had ever accepted His son
as Lord and Savior. So, that’s what I did. And when I
asked Joe if he’d ever asked Jesus to come into his life,
he said no. Would he like to now? He paused for just a
second and then said YES! I told him about Jesus and
what He had done for us — how He paid the price for our
sins, died on the cross of Calvary, and then rose from the
grave in victory over death. And right there in the pits, Joe
gave his heart and life to Christ!
Connecting and praying with racers, crew members, staff,
and fans at the races allows us to both show and share
the love of the Savior. But when we have the opportunity
to lead someone to Christ…now that truly is the thrill of
victory!

A highlight of the Fall Nationals event at Sabin Speedway's dirt track in Many,
Louisiana, was giving out our RFC Dirt Racing Bibles, produced by Dirt Racing
Outreach. I was blown away by how many people wanted them and came asking
with a smile! The unusually-high number of requests may have been because the
race was a full-body event and more people attended because they could associate
with the drivers who were scheduled to race.
At any rate, free Bibles were given to people of all ages! And many came back the
second night to tell me they had started reading the testimonies that are printed in
RFC Bibles. Some came back with a friend so the friend could get their own set of
the Scriptures. The Race On Texas announcer Austin came to get several for friends
who saw the one he was given. While he was walking through the pits and talking
with drivers, one asked him about the Bible, thinking it was a program. After he
explained what it was, the driver asked him for it!
In just two events, we passed out 40 Bibles to people very happy to get one! God is
on the move at the dirt tracks!

RFC'S REGION AND MINISTRY DIRECTORS
RFC is blessed to have several ministry and regional directors (“RDs”) that oversee nearly 400 volunteers representing this
ministry at local and national motorsports events, and theirs is a 24/7 commitment: managing the affairs of their region
(recruiting & training chaplains, overseeing a budget, developing ministry goals, and fundraising) while still shepherding a
flock – their own families, their RFC staff, and the countless drivers, crew members, track employees, and fans they interact
with at events. It's because of your faithful support for them and for the RFC ministry as a whole that these men and women
have such a tremendous impact through sharing the gospel! Scan the QR code for each chaplain to learn more about their
story!
I began my journey as an RFC chaplain
and regional director in 2003. After
spending seven years leading Region 5,
I stepped away from RFC to focus on
personal ministry at a racing venue but
later returned in the role of field ministry
director. I’ve also been filling in as the
Ken Webb
interim director of Region 1. The chaplain
Northeast / R1
role is probably my favorite part of
working with Team RFC. Over the years, I've seen
countless lives changed by the transforming power
of the Gospel. There are so many stories…because
God is always there and always active!

Before becoming a chaplain, I was called
to share the Gospel in the motorsports
community by becoming a racer. It was
as a driver that I heard about RFC and
became a chaplain, and I’ve been with
the team for over 30 years, becoming the
RD in 2000. Over the years, I’ve
repeatedly seen first-hand the difference
Tom Ratliff
Christ makes in individual lives that then
Southeast / R2
made a difference in the sport itself. You see, it’s not
about the sport – it’s about the relationships you
build with the people in the sport.

I’ve served as a Team RFC chaplain for
18 years, many of those with my wife Jill
at my side. I became the RD in 2019.
The best thing about being part of Team
RFC is serving God and our racing
communities at the track. There are “God
sightings” just about every Sunday —
Hugh Goodale
people attending chapel services,
North-Central / R3 affirming their faith in Jesus Christ, and
some getting baptized right at the track! It is in His
strength, not our own, that we are blessed to do this
work with a willing heart!!

In 2010, I left my corporate job to enter
full-time ministry. I became a chaplain in
2011 and the RD in 2015/16. My mission
for ministry is to demonstrate a Christ-like
attitude by giving sacrificially through
time, services, and other means to help
those in need throughout the racing
Joey Keith
community and beyond. My wife
South-Central / R4 Diana and I have a passion for
motorsports and the people in it!
West-Central / R5

When Seattle International Raceway
started running events on Sundays, I
asked the track manager if I could do a
chapel service in the mornings. He said,
"Sure, but you should get in touch with
Racers For Christ." That was nearly 20
years ago! My wife Linda and I serve
Martin Schulz
together at the track. We love the
Northwest / R6 friendships we’ve made over the years,
many started from her handing out cookies to drivers and
their teams. We say "It's a God thing" when we see
Him working, and we have seen many "God things"
over the years!

I served as a chaplain with the ministry
for five years before being offered the
RD position earlier this year, and my wife
Mary has now joined me in ministering at
the track. God has shaped me into a
person who loves to meet new people,
and serving with RFC has allowed me to
Lee Styer
connect with so many wonderful folks…
Southwest / R7
not just getting to know them, but
also coming to love them and call them friends and
family.

I started serving with Team RFC in 1999
and my wife Stacy joined me in 2002.
That year, we founded the RFC kids
Children’s Program and an exciting
journey was launched! We’ve
experienced God’s love, mercy, and
power in many ways as we’ve watched
William & Stacy Him build the kids’ program. Looking
Zahorsky
forward, we embrace each day by
RFC kids
seeking the Lord’s direction and
anticipating what He has in store.

I became an RFC chaplain in 2004 and
the Dirt Sports director in 2012. My
chaplain duties have taken me to all
kinds of motorsporting events – desert
racing, short-course off-road, rockcrawling, sand drags, motorcycle, and
drag racing…I love it all! I’m blessed to
Steve Hanson
attend these events and demonstrate the
Dirt Sports
love of Jesus to thousands of
racing enthusiasts, all because of the generosity of
people supporting our ministry.

When I was interested in becoming a dirt oval chaplain,
former RFC Executive Director Paul Neighbors was my
point of contact with the RFC home office in Arizona.
Huntley Barnes was my mentor and fellow chaplain in
Medford, Oregon. The Northwest Region 6 was small and
didn’t even have a full-time director. RFC wasn’t covering
many dirt oval events yet in 2007.
Fifteen years later, I’m still doing what the Lord
challenged me to do with these racers. Martin Schulz
became the region’s director and he — with his wife
Linda serving beside him — continues to do an amazing
work with the straight-line racers in the Northwest U.S.
and Western Canada.

racer and promoter Emmett Hahn (owner of the Chili
Bowl and the American Sprint Car Series), his grandson
Matt Ward (race director of Chili Bowl and ASCS), and
his great-grandson Blake Hahn (the 2021 ASCS National
Champion). In 2017, I took a bucket of fried chicken to
the Hahn family at a race, a simple gesture that began a
relationship and opened a door for RFC to start assisting
at the Chili Bowl Nationals in Tulsa, Oklahoma. That
same year, RFC was invited to participate in the Tulsa
Shootout, as well, where I met Regional Director Joey
Keith. What a blessing to work with him and other
chaplains there!

Matt Ward later invited me to tour the country with the
ASCS, and I spent three summers doing so as I was
Along the way I’ve had the privilege to serve some of the able. I met new chaplains along the way and trained
most amazing people in the racing world, people like
them on the ins and outs of dirt track and sprint car
Fred & Debbie Brownfield, who gave me free reign at
racing. It’s where I met an amazing young man named
Grays Harbor Raceway in Elma, Washington. (Tragically, Tim Roberts at the Devil’s Bowl in Texas. What a
Fred died in an on-track accident.) Steve Bietler
tremendous chaplain he's become on the dirt tracks of
promoted Skagit Speedway and Grays Harbor for a while Texas!
and became a big supporter of my ministry at these
tracks.
The involvement in a national touring sprint car series
prompted me to move to Pueblo, Colorado, to be closer
While serving at Skagit Speedway, I met Hall of Fame
to the ASCS racing community I was now serving.
Shortly thereafter, COVID took its toll on all of us. I
eventually moved back to the Northwest and returned to
the promoters, racers, and families I had served for the
previous 10 years. Bert Johnson had become the
promoter at Grays Harbor Raceway and asked me to
continue to be his track chaplain, and I serve him and his
racing community weekly, blessed to do so.
A lot of things have changed during the last long decade
of my life. I’m now 70 years old and slowing down a little,
but I’ve met a lot of wonderful people along the way and
even had the opportunity to lead some racers into a
relationship with our Lord and Savior! I will continue to
serve my community with all the love and energy I have
as long as the Lord (and my wife) allows me to.
All in all, I’ve seen a lot of changes in dirt oval racing over
the years, but my mission of spreading the love of Christ
has remained the same.

Gregory O. – “Thank you for providing
chapel services!”

David H. – “God speed! Praying another
safe year for all of you!”

CHAPLAIN CHAD GILLIHAN

"IS THAT THE CHAPLAIN?"
At a mid-July dirt series race at
the I-70 Motorsports Park in
Odessa, Missouri, I performed
the chaplain duties at the driver's
meeting. No one there requested
personal or team prayer, Bibles,
or RFC stickers; but I later walked
the racetrack as usual and talked
with everyone until it was time to
leave.
Walking through the pits before
the feature, I noticed a graphic on
a guy's shirt and laughed, telling
him it was funny. He apologized
as he thought it might offend me
and, from there, we started a
conversation. He introduced
himself as Brice Leonard; he's the
father of the 7d MLRA Late Model
driver Dusty Leonard.
As Brice and I talked, a voice
connected to a pair of legs halfway under a car yelled out, "Is

that the chaplain?” I answered,
“Yes, it is.” The voice was
Dusty’s and he asked, “Please,
can you pray for our team and
car, and put some stickers on
it?” I said, “Sure!” Dusty asked
the people on his team — Chuck
& Carlee Erickson, Paul & Carrie
Oldehoeft, and Joyce Ehmke —
to ensure that the stickers were
“right in the center of the
numbers!” They cleaned the
spots on the numbers on both
sides of the car with vigor and
then applied the RFC decals.
Dusty slid from under the car
and asked me to pray for them. I
did, and then he jumped in the
car with a fist bump for me as he
put on his helmet! We talked a
bit after the races, and I gave
him a few more sets of stickers
for his other car, along with a few
Bibles. It was great to be
available at this night of racing!

Thomas H. – “I love your commitment to
Christ. I would be proud to show my
support with your stickers.”

Jacob D. – “Thank you, guys, for all you
do!! Nothing like starting a race day with a
prayer! God bless you all!”

Warren T. – “I race a 2003 Corvette Z06
with NASA and as a proud, forgiven
believer will be honored to adorn my race
car with RFC decals. Thank you!”

Nancy M. – “Ten years ago on July 7,
2012, Chaplain Glenn Kreider married my
husband and I at the Norwalk, Ohio,
Summit Motorsports Park. Next weekend
we celebrate our 10-year anniversary!
After our wedding, we bought a house and
now have two beautiful children, Jaxson
and Haelynn. We are as strong as ever
and happy. God bless.”

STAFF HIGHLIGHTS

Team RFC board member
John Brimer (in the car) won
the Wally in the Stock
Eliminator class at the MileHigh Nationals in Morrison,
CO.

Chaplain and Team RFC
board member Steve
Yaggy won the Wisconsin
Tractor Pullers Association
event in June!

Southeast/R2 Director Tom
Ratliff was the winner in the
Competition Eliminator class
at the NHRA Four-Wide
Nationals in Charlotte, NC!

Chaplain Steve Haynes
(with wife Annette) was
inducted into the Arkansas
Drag Racing Hall of Fame
last September!

At the end of July, while serving at the
LODRS double divisional race at
Heartland Motorsports Park in Topeka,
Kansas, I had the honor of leading a
10-year-old boy to trust in Christ as his
Savior!
Earlier in the day, his great aunt had
connected with Chaplain Joey Keith
and asked if she might bring her
nephew by the Keiths’ motorhome later
to talk. Apparently, the young man was
dealing with doubts about God and was
struggling with some fear and anxiety.
It was apparent that the aunt was a
Christian, but she didn’t know exactly
how to approach the issues the lad was
dealing with.

soft-hearted, and he wept as he
explained what he was going through.

Later that day, I pulled into my
motorhome pit next to the Keiths. The
boy’s family followed me in their golf
cart and the aunt introduced herself
and the young man and his mother.
Joey and Diana were both elsewhere
at the time and these folks asked if I
could help them. The aunt told me
briefly of the situation and we retreated
to a shady area and all sat down
together. I asked my new friend about
his struggles, and he told me that he
was confused and unsure of his faith,
and held some fear about not doing the
right thing where some of his thoughts
were concerned. It’s noteworthy to
mention that this little guy was
extremely articulate, engaging, and

I made it clear to him how much God
delighted in him and how He desired to
carry him through his doubts, fears,
and pain. I shared a bit about some of
my own past struggles, about the
spiritual battle between good and evil
that goes on in this world, and I
explained how God gives us the Holy
Spirit to live in us when we invite Him
to come into our lives. When I asked
the boy if he had ever asked Jesus to
come in, he said no, so we prayed
together and he asked Christ into his
heart! I reminded him that he was
supernaturally now a new creation in
Christ, that the old was gone and he
had been re-born of God’s Spirit. I
reminded him to call upon Jesus when

STAFF HIGHLIGHTS, CONT.

Chaplain David Cookman
was the winner in the
Dragster/Roadster class at
the Knife River Oldies But
Goodies Race at Woodburn
Dragstrip in Oregon in June.

Chaplain Ken Bowers was
inducted into the Arizona
Drag Racing Hall of Fame
in April!

struggling. I tried to keep it basic and
memorable for him, not going too deep.
I gave the boy a Bible and told him and
his mom to not get overwhelmed by the
content, but to simply camp out awhile
in the book of Ephesians…six chapters
that remind us WHO we are in Christ
and HOW to live out our faith. I learned
he was attending Sunday school and
church with his grandparents, and I
strongly encouraged his mom to go
with him.
We’ll be following up with this dear little
guy and his family as time goes on, so
please be in prayer for him and his
parents, and rejoice with us that — as
the old gospel song happily proclaims
— there’s a new name written down in
Glory!

TEAM RFC ONLINE STORE
Check out our RFC merchandise in
our online store - we have a new
red t-shirt that would look great on
you! Show your support with items
including, hats, lanyards, bags, and
more!

CHAPLAIN ALVIN HOBGOOD

CAR CLUB PAYS TRIBUTE
I am a member of a local car club, the American Street
Rodders (ASR) of Hoschton, Georgia. The club officers
knew of my affiliation with Team RFC and asked me to be
the club chaplain several years ago. This group of rodders
is very family-oriented and does a lot of charity work in the
communities around its area of influence.
A few weeks ago, Tony Crook - one of our faithful
members - passed away suddenly. Tony and his family
have been active club members for many years, and
everyone in the club was grief-stricken when they heard
about his death. I reached out to his family and discovered
that they needed some help in making arrangements and
planning for Tony's funeral. They asked me to take the lead
in conducting his celebration-of-life service, and I felt
honored as I agreed to do so.
The day of the funeral came, and it was standing-room only
as hundreds of people gathered to honor Tony and support
his family. I was privileged to share about Tony's faith in
Jesus Christ with all who attended, and many of the club
members drove their classic cars in the procession to the
cemetery where we held his graveside service.

I'm looking forward to the opportunity to again share about
Tony’s faith and do my part to help the club make this a
very special and meaningful event for those in our club and
community. I hope to be able to talk with many people at
the show and share the transformational love of Jesus as
He leads on that day.
Tony's death, which came so unexpectedly, has reminded
me that God can use any situation or circumstance as an
opportunity to love others and to share the love of Christ
with those who are affected; we just need to be ready and
show up. Car shows and cruise-ins always seem to draw
pretty large crowds in my area, and they provide excellent
platforms from which to talk about Jesus with those in
need, as He guides.
Everyone in our car club was so fond of Tony Crook. He
was one of those people who just loved other people, and
he always had a kind word for those around him. Many are
grieving his loss right now, but I look forward to how God is
going to continue to use Tony's life and death to draw
others to His saving grace.

The ASR club officers decided to put together a car show
in Tony's honor to raise funds for a charity that has special
meaning to his family. Several other local car clubs have
expressed interest in planning and supporting the show,
and we expect about 150 to 200 cars at the event.

The 14th Annual Team RFC Golf Tournament will be held Wednesday,
November 9th, in Pomona, CA, and this year's title sponsor is R+L Carriers!
Thank you to R+L and all our sponsors of this year's tournament!

How is God calling you?
Is God asking you to pray for RFC's ongoing and future ministry? Prayer is vital to our efforts. Could it be He's asking you
to give of your financial resources? We rely on donations from our supporters. Or could the Lord be calling you to serve?
Team RFC covers over 2,000 events a year; but there are still many more that, unfortunately, don't have an RFC presence.
We rely on volunteers - people who feel God’s call upon their lives to serve within the world of motorsports - to help fill
these gaps. If you love Jesus Christ with all your heart and are a racing/rodding enthusiast, consider becoming a chaplain!
For more information visit, www.teamrfc.org/volunteer, or call the office at 480-507-5323.

Find us online at www.teamrfc.org

